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“Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord” 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 


“ EACH me Thy way, O Lord” 
Mine own way oft I’ve trod, 
Yet find thereby my striving vain. 
To reach life’s truest goal, I fain 
Would seek Thy way, my God. 


‘‘ Teach me Thy way, O Lord.”’ 
Bewildered do I see 

On every hand a tangled maze 

Of dim, unproven, man - made ways. 
Point out Thy way for me. 


‘¢ Teach me Thy way, O Lord’”’; 
O make it plain indeed, 
That e’en my stumbling feet may know 
The path where Thou would’st have me.go, 
Where Thou Thyself wilt lead. 


“True Yokefellows”’ 


Spirituality does not make a man im- 
practical. If he neglects ordinary duties, is 
careless in his work, thoughtless toward 
others, and does one thing when he should 


ibe doing something: else, that is not be- 


cause he is spiritual, but rather because ‘he 
has not yet allowed the Spirit to ‘take full 
control .of his life. In the new book “Am- 
bassadors for Christ,” by Mildred Cable 
and Francesca French, there are many keen 
observations on the Christian life. In the 
chapter on the preparation of the mission- 
ary, the authors quote a training college 
principal who says: “I should say ‘that 
the main difficulty in producing Az workers 
comes from the preponderance of ‘those 
whose piety is in-excess of their strength 
of character.” Miss Cable and Miss 
French: illustrate this difficulty by adding: 
“Intimacy with such students will generally 
provoke from them the confidence: ‘I am 
sorry to find that the atmosphere of the 


college is not as spiritual as I had hoped. 
A few of us meet daily for prayer in my 
room.” It is further explained that there 
was a daily prayer meeting in the college 
for all the students. It would have been 
easier for that principal and better for the 
students if they had conformed to : the 
schedule and rules of the training college. 
All Christians must work with others, and 
promptness, regularity, dependability, and a 
willingness to co-operate are indispensable 
qualities in Christian service, for “none of 
us liveth to himself.” When the ninefold 
fruit of the Spirit is present in a Chris- 
tian’s life, he will be. easy to get on with 
and will be an efficient worker, 


x 
In the Dark and at Sea 


Trouble may give us a new vision of 
the Lord Jesus. Much depends on how 
we face it. When the disciples were labor- 
ing with wind and wave in the dead of 
night on the Sea of Galilee, the Lord Jesus 
had not forgotten them, for “he saw them 
toiling in rowing” (Mark 6: 48). As soon 
as he saw that they needed his special help, 
he came down from the mountain and «went 


bd 


right out to them. But a foolish fear 
added greatly to their real troubles, for 
they had lost sight of his miracle-working 
power, they did not recognize him, and 
they even thought that he was a spirit. 
The almighty One, who only a short time 
before had miraculously fed the five thou- 
sand, was coming to them across the ‘ele- 
ment that seémed about to engulf them, 
Then through the darkness, and. above the 
pounding and the lashing of the waves, 
came that wonderful greeting, “Be of good 
cheer: it is 1; be not afraid”; and in a 
moment the storm was over. When we: 
are “tossed .about, with many. a. conflict, 
many a doubt,” do we look for him, do 
we listen for his tender, cheering voice, 
do we expect to see his power displayed 
on our behalf? He “remembered Noah,” 
and the disciples, and he remembers us. 
Surely, with John. Newton, who had strug- 
gled through many a storm at sea, we can 
sing : 
His love, in time past, 
Forbids me to think 
He'll leave me at last 
In trouble to sink: 
Each sweet Ebenezer 
I have in review, 
Confirms His good pleasure 
To help me quite through. 
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Have | a True Heart ? 


HERE are many conditions of heart 
referred to in Scripture: an evil heart, 
a vain heart, a wicked heart, a deceit- 
fil heart, a dark heart, an impenitent heart, 
a blind heart, a hard heart, a rebellious 
heart, a stony heart.t 
But the exhortation to us is: “Let us 
draw near with a true heart’ (Heb. 10: 
22). What is a true heart? A true heart 
is one in which there is nothing concealed 
—a heart that is absolutely open and frank. 
The Greek roots of the word mean “not 
to lie hidden.” A true heart is therefore 
a heart in which nothing is hidden, nothing 
concealed, Think of Judas. We are told 
that he drew near to Jesus and kissed him 
(Luke 22:47). But in his heart there 
was something hidden. There was treach- 
ery, —jealousy,—the craftiness of hell, 
for it was a Satan-possessed heart. But 
we are told to draw near to God with a 
heart in which nothing is - hidden. 
1.-In @ true heart there is no concealed 
enmity against another. It is possible for 
people who are singing, “We worship and 
adore Thee” to be saying to themselves, 





1 Eceles. 9:3; Jer. 4:14; 47:9; Rom. 1 : 21; 
2:5; Eph. 4:18; Jer. 17:9; Ezek. 3:7; Jer. 
5:23; Ezek. 11: 19. 


“T shall never forgive Mary Jones for 
talking about me.” A true heart forgives 
others even as God for Christ’s sake has 
forgiven us. A true heart may have ene- 
mies — but it feels no enmity. Sometimes 
we cannot avoid having enemies. If peo- 
ple will be our enemies we cannot avoid 
that. But we can avoid feeling enmity 
toward them. If we draw nigh to God 
with a true heart we shall not have an 
unforgiving spirit toward anybody. 

2. In a true heart there is no concealed 
murmuring about God, It is strange that 
the creature should murmur about the 
Creator! It is strange that the creature 
can say to the Maker, “Why have you made 
me thus? Why do you deal with me 
thus?” It is strange that the redeemed 
sometimes find fault with the ways of the 
Redeemer. But in a true. heart there is 
no concealed murmuring. A true heart 
says, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him” (Job 13: 15). 

Think of Habakkuk, think of his tri- 
umphant faith, He cried: “Although the 
fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall- 
fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield 
no meat; the flock shall be cut off from 
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the fold, and there shall be no herd in 
the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 

That was a marvelous “yet.” Nothing 
could daunt the trust, the faith, the joy 
of Habakkuk. He might be stripped of 
everything, yet he would still rejoice in 
the Lord, 

Bringing it up-to-date, we should get 
something like this: “Even if I am un- 
employed—even if my business fails — 
even if I cannot buy my child a Christmas 
present—even if I cannot purchase the 
nourishing food I desire — even if the door 
of supply and prosperity is slammed in my 
face again and again—even if my clothes 
wear thin and my shoes let in the wet — 
yet will I rejoice in the God of my salva- 
tion. I will trust and murmur not,” 


3. In a true heart there is no concealed 
holding on to things that hinder and grieve 
God. A true heart does not draw nigh to 
God and say: “Use me, Lord, use even me, 
just as thou wilt and when and where,” 
and then inwardly say, “But please don’t 
send me as a missionary to Africa.” There 
are many things that hinder God. Let me 
mention two: friendship and finance. If 
we insist upon choosing friends outside the 
will of God then we hinder him. If we 
say, “Worldly friendships all forsaken” and 
then inwardly add, “Excepting my unsaved 
fiancée,” then we are not drawing nigh to 
God with a true heart. Then again with 
finance. We can say, “Take my silver and 
my gold” and then secretly hold back from 
God that which is his due. It is because 
of this that it seems better for every be- 
liever to give a tithe at least to God each 
week, Usually the difference between “tith- 
ing” and “giving” is this, With tithing 
we lay aside the first tenth of our money 
for God, but with a gift we wait to see 
what we have left and then give what we 
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think we can spare to God. Some who do 
not give tithes de give the first portion as 
a gift to God, but usually it is not so. 
Tithing lays the foundation for financial 
prosperity to the one who tithes. It safe- 
guards us from ever having concealed 
thoughts about our giving when we draw 
nigh to God. 

4. In a@ true heart there is no concealed 
feeling about the blood of Christ. <A true 
heart knows that salvation is not by merit. 
A true heart knows that remission of sin 
is not obtained by good works. A true 
heart knows that apart from the shedding 
of the Saviour’s blood there is no remis- 
sion of sin. A true heart knows that the 
new and living way into the presence of 
God is a blood-sprinkled way. At the pres- 
ent time there is a controversy raging in 
the churches in Australia. The same con- 
troversy in different forms has raged or 
does rage in every part of the civilized 
world. 

The modernists in the church are seek- 
ing to enforce their viewpoints. In the 
Australian controversy one of the leaders 
of the modernists says, “Jesus did not know 
that his death was necessary for the salva- 
tion of men.” But that is completely in- 
correct. The Lord Jesus did know. At 
the closing meal with his disciples he defi- 
nitely said: “This is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.’ A true heart has no 
concealed questionings about the blood of 
Christ. A true heart is always ready to 
draw nigh to God with the words of Fran- 
cis Ridley Havergal upon its lips: 

Precious, precious blood of Jesus, 
Shed on Calvary ; 

Shed for rebels, shed for sinners, 
Shed for me! 

Now the holiest with boldness, 
We may enter in, 


For the open fountain cleanseth 
From all sin. 
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Were Old Testament Saints 
Born Again? 


Were Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and all the 
catalog of God-honoring, God-loving saints 
of Old Testament times born again? 
know the Holy Spirit came upon them for 
service, but did he regenerate them?—A 
Michigan reader. 

Our Lord answers this question very 
plainly. He said to Nicodemus; “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3). The Lord did not limit 
his statement to men of New Testament 
times, men who were living during his 
earthly ministry or who should live after 
his crucifixion and resurrection; he was 
speaking of the whole human race since, 
and because of, the fall of Adam. “A 
man” is our Lord’s description of all men. 

He went on to explain what he had meant 
by his statement. “That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.’ David, and 
Paul, and other inspired writers of the in- 
spired Scriptures make plain what it is 
to be “born of the flesh.” “Behold,” wrote 
David, “I was shapen in iniquity; and in 


sin did my mother conceive me” (Psa. 51: 
5). “Dead in trespasses and sins” is Paul’s 
inspired and infallible indictment of the 
whole human race (Eph. 2:1). “For all 
have sinned,” and “the wages of sin is 
death” (Rom. 3:23; 6:23). A spiritually 
dead man must be given spiritual life, and 
God’s Word declares that the only way 
those who are spiritually dead can have 
spiritual and eternal life is by regeneration, 
the new birth from above, being born again 
by the miracle-power of the Holy Spirit. 


Abraham was an Old Testament saint, 
and Paul wrote by inspiration that he was 
saved by faith, not by works: “Therefore 
it is of faith, that it might be by grace; 
to the end the promise might be sure to all 
the seed; . . . to that also which is of the 
faith of Abraham; who is the father of 
us all; (as it is written, I have made thee 
a father of many nations,) before him 
whom he believed, even God, who giveth 
life to the dead” (Rom. 4:16, 17). All 
saints, from Adam until now, are redeémed 
and regenerated sinners: dead in trespasses 
and ‘sins, they have been born again, with 
Abraham, by faith in the God who giveth 
life to the dead. 
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Fulfilled Palestine Prophecies 
Photographed for You 




















Not only are readers of Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Times to have an extraordi- 
nary series of articles describing in vivid 
detail the most amazing fulfillment of 
prophecy in nineteen centuries, but these 
fulfilled prophecies have actually been pho- 
tographed, and the brilliant pictures are 
to be reproduced in the Times, 


First Palestinian Money in 1,900 Years. 
—For the first time since our Lord’s day, 
when he answered one of the tricky ques- 
tions of his enemies by saying, “Shew me 
the tribute money,” currency is now being 
issued in the Land. Enlarged photographs 
of the new coins of Palestine will be shown. 


_ An Airplane View of Tel Aviv.—This is 
the wonder-city that has sprung into being 
within a few short years and now has a 
population of 125,000 people, all Jewish. 


Harnessing the River Jordan.—The lit- 
tle stream running straight through Pales- 
tine brings precious memories of - God’s 
miracle-working power, and now Israel is 
permitted of God to harness this river for 
the industrial development of the Land. 


King George Avenue, Jerusalem.— 
Tourists who visited Jerusalem fifteen or 
twenty years ago would never know it 
today. A beautiful street has been named 
for King George; it shows stately build- 
ings and decorative planting. 


Modernist Houses in Abraham’s Land. 
—It is hard to realize that the land of 
Abraham is now being dotted with mod- 
ernistic buildings of the sort seen at Chi- 
cago’s Century of Progress Exposition. 


Mount Sodom, Mountain of Salt.—One 
of the wonders of Palestine is a solid moun- 
tain of salt at the southern end of the Dead 
Sea, this salt mountain being six miles 
long, three miles wide, and 1,000 feet high. 


Where Real Estate Booms.—Real estate 
is jumping to “new highs” in Palestine as 
nowhere else in the world. You can see a 
piece of ground at Jerusalem for which 
$80,000 was paid ten years ago; today it 
is worth $800,000, 


Dead Sea Potash Plant.—The almost un- 
believable chemical wealth of the Dead Sea 
has amazed the world, and a photograph 
shows an airplane view of the potash werks, 
covering more than 1,000 acres, where the 
immense wealth is made marketable. 


There is still time to secure the extraordi- 
nary series, “Palestine Prophecies Ful- 
filled,” which begins in next week’s issue, 
if subscriptions are sent at once. Club 
secretaries and individual subscribers whose 
subscriptions are renewable at this time 
should make sure that their renewals are 
sent promptly so as not to miss a single 
issue. Those not yet taking the paper can 
secure the entire series by a Ten Weeks 
Get Acquainted subscription at 25 cents. 
Will you not tell your friends what an op- 
portunity they have? Subscriptions should 
be sent at once, marked to begin with the 
Palestine Prophecies series, and addressed 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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~ Answered Prayer in One Church and Sunday : School. 


Where the pastor and all the members are prayed for individually 
and where the school has increased in size 


By Faith R. Williams 








T IS a privilege to belong to a church 
that puts emphasis on prayer, that 
makes it the pivotal point in thie life 

of the church, and it is thrilling to watch 
as the prayers are answered, In our 
church, necessary equipment and _ efficient 
workers in the church program are pro- 
vided in answer to prayer; and not only 
that, but as the outcome of prayer, there 
is a desire in the minds and hearts of many 
of the young people to spend their lives 
in service at home and on the foreign field. 

A few of the details may prove helpful 
and inspirational to other churches, 
grant that it may be so! Let me give 
some of the results of four experiences 
of answered prayer. 

First, between Sunday school and church, 
two prayer bands meet for the express 
purpose of praying for the minister and 
his two sermons for the day. Our pastor 
says that since we began these prayer bands 
he can feel that he preaches with greater 
liberty. 

Praying Forth. Laborers 


Second, we have a prayer band which 
meets on Tuesday morning. We pray for 
the sick, and there have been some beau- 
tiful answers. We also pray for the lost, 
remembering especially the unsaved loved 
ones of our: own members, though our 
prayers also encircle the globe, asking that 
the Holy Spirit may convict of sin. We 
want, also, to get a vision of Christ and 
this sin-sick, old world so that we may 
have a great desire to go out and compel 
the lost to come in that our Father’s house 
may be full. This group prays much, too, 
for the young people in our own church, 
asking that they may hear the call for defi- 
nite service in early life. Marvelous have 
been the answers to this prayer! One of 
our-young men has gone to the islands.ef ‘the 
sea, where he has-done an outstanding piece 
of work in winning the aborigines to Christ. 
As I. write, one of our young women is 
on the high seas, with her face turned 
toward India for service. 

Four of our young people-are in school 
now preparing for Christian work. Re- 
cently -at a Sunday night service some of 
these young people, home for a summer 
vacation, were on the platform and told 
of their hopes and plans. A visitor in the 
audience from another state said that, in 
her church’s history, no one had ever gone 
away for preparation for the Lord’s work. 
I wondered how many prayer bands her 
church had, asking God to send workers 
to the foreign field. There are other young 
people who wish to go away for Bible 
training, but the way seems blocked, There 
is much prayer that all hindrances may be 
removed. We believe that prayer is en- 
larging our list of volunteers. 

In our Daily Vacation Bible School this 
summer, in one class of twenty-eight chil- 
dren, a teacher asked all those who would 
like to spend their lives out on the firing 
line for the Lord, to raise their ‘hands. 


One of the foundations of Christian 
efficiency is prayer. All church and 
Sunday school workers know this, but 
many do not give prayer its proper 
place. In this special Efficiency and 
Equipment Number the Times is glad 
to give its readers this inspiring story 
of what has actually been accom- 
plished in one church. It will be 
noted that this article is not theoreti- 
cal, but that a number of definite 
plans are described which have pro- 
duced encouraging results. 








Every hand was raised. Yes, I know 
some one will say that many of them did 
not realize all that was involved in such a 
decision, but the determination of a child 
to spend his life for Christ should not be 
taken lightly. Some of earth’s greatest 
missionaries made their plans for foreign 
service before reaching the teen age. We 
feel sure that prayer had a part in these 
decisions. 

We began praying for the Jews. One 
Jew, a man of unusual ability, was saved 
in our church, How vivid is the picture 
of a small group praying in an adjoining 
building as the pastor led him out into the 
light! Though he had a family and no 
funds, a. bad combination, he felt led to 
prepare for the ministry. The days that 
followed were a time of testing and strug- 
gle, but also of victory, and he is now a 
pastor in the Middle West. A young Jew- 
ess, converted in our church, is serving 
in Palestine after training in a Bible in- 
stitute. There are other Jews who have 
yielded, or at least are becoming interested, 
and we know that prayer accomplishes 
things, 

The Best Year So Far 


Third, every member of the church is 
prayed for each day. The membership is 
divided, ten on a list, and these lists are 
given out among those who can be depended 
on to pray. Because of definite daily 
prayer, this past year has been the very 
best year in the history of our church 
from all angles, with prospects of even a 
greater year ahead. There are sure to be 
results when every member is prayed for 
each day. 

Fourth, because of much prayer, our 
Sunday school has had a_ remarkable 
growth, which growth necessitates expan- 
sion. More classrooms are essential. There 
are sO many classes in the auditorium that 
it is impossible for the pupils to hear the 
voice of their teacher. 

So we spent a day in prayer and fast- 
ing, asking God to provide the money for 
an inexpensive building with sufficient 
rooms for the classes. Some of our mem- 
bers thought that a check for the entire 
sum would appear in some marvelous and 
spectacular way immediately after our day 
of prayer, but “God moves in a mysterious 
way, his wonders to perform,” and often 
his methods are not what we plan. It 


seems that he wished many people to have 
a part in this undertaking. We waited, 
though not for long, then a “little cloud 
out of the sea, like a man’s hand,” appeared. 
Our first pledge was received! 

The cloud increased in size, when a 
little group met to discuss plans of pro- 
cedure. We were very eager because we 
wanted this building to be erected in time 
to begin our fall work. Oh, how they 
gave —this little group of people who love 
God and his work! The amount that was 
pledged that night was beyond what we 
had asked or thought possible, realizing how 
the depression had affected these faithful 
members, 


When They Couldn’t Give Money 

And that little cloud, no larger than a 
man’s hand, continued to grow. Some peo- 
ple, who could not give money, gave jewels. 
When Moses asked the Israelites for gifts 
to build the tabernacle, they “brought brace- 
lets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, 
all jewels of gold” (Exod. 35:22). These 
jewels given for our church were very 
precious io the donors. Yes, there were 
tears in some instances, but tears mingled 
with joy. God knows and writes all this 
down in his book of remembrance, 

Another thing which encouraged. us was 
the fact that three people in one month, 
after our day of fasting and prayer, an- 
nounced that they had decided to remember 
our church in their wills, All of these 
little clouds increase our faith and we are 
confident that, as in Elijah’s day, we shall 
soon say, “There was a great rain.” We 
are not praying for larger quarters only 
for our convenience, but to push forward 
the work of the Kingdom, and to bring 
glory to the name of our Lord. So we feel 
that this is a matter of paramount impor- 
tance, 

In the midst of the day of prayer, a 
mailman burst into the room, where we 
were praying, to deliver a package with 
the hearty greeting, “Hello, folks.” Some 
one was praying at the time, but I presume 
he might have thought a day of prayer was 
something connected with the first century 
of the Christian era, and that if we were 
in the church on Tuesday morning, we 
were doubtless planning an oyster supper. 
That would be likely in modern church 
activities, but we don’t object in the least 
to being quite old-fashioned. 

A day such as that is a blessed experi- 
ence. God seems so very near when one 
is too engrossed in communion with him 
and intercession even to think of food. 

There is much more to tell, but per- 
haps this will serve as a reminder to show 
that prayer accomplishes things, and the 
more the church puts into its prayer life, 
the greater the returns, Much prayer is 
necessary in a church that desires to do all 
it can “while it is called To day,” to gather 
in the sheaves from the fields that “are 
white already to harvest.” 

St. Pererssurc, Fa. 
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“Where Can | Find Something New for Our School ?” 


You may find the answer in the articles on this page and the next, describing good 
plans used in a number of gon 


day schools 














Variety in Lesson Presentation 
By Lelia Munsell 


ARIETY is the spice of teaching, as 

well as of life. If the class knows that 
you will take up the lesson in the same 
old way Sunday after Sunday interest will 
be sure to flag. Here are some of the 
methods I use to vary the form of pres- 
entation, 


The picture method—A successful fiction 
writer says he always tests his story with 
this question: If I were an illustrator how 
many episodes in this story would I find 
that lent themselves to a picture? Not 
all lessons have pictures in them, but when 
we find one that does, a most effective way 
of starting the session is to ask the class to 
select the incident that an illustrator might 
use and to suggest the treatment of that 
incident. This may be done orally, or 
in writing. Planning together such a pic- 
ture incident will make it very vivid. 

The flag pole method—Select one or 
more characters or events and set them up 
like a flag pole and rally the lesson points 
around them. Suppose you have chosen 
a character for your flag pole. You. may 
outline your discussion in this way: 

Analysis of his strength and weakness 

His action under different circumstances 

His effect on history 

Application to our times and our problems 

Debates.—A debate is always interesting, 
but this method should not be used often. 
However, occasionally a lesson offers a 
good opportunity. Sometimes I select four 
debaters, who prepare beforehand on the 
stated question. Again I formulate the 
question and give each member a copy the 
week before, with an admonition to study 
it. Then we draw for sides, negative or 
affirmative, at the lesson period, and each 
member of the team is given a certain 
time to present her argument. 


The drill method—This is an old-time 
teaching device, but still effective, and still 
needed. Every lesson has something — 
some date, fact, saying, character — that 
should be remembered. Drill on these, 
briskly. Use the method whenever there 
is a minute or two left at the close of the 
session, going back over past lessons, [I 
often employ, in connection with the drill 
method, 


The one-word answer method—I go 
through the quarter’s lessons and make a 
few questions for each lesson that can be 
answered by one word, as: 

How old was Josiah when he began to 
reign ? 
What was his mother’s name? 
Who was high priest during Josiah’s 
reign? 
How long did Josiah reign? 

I ask these some time during each les- 
son,-and as the quarter progresses I repeat, 
in cumulative fashion, sometimes springing 
these questions at a wholly unexpected time. 
It livens things up. 


True-False method—When the lesson 
admits of it, I write out a true-false quiz, 
as on the parable of the sower: 

Sunday services are the only place for 
sowing seed. (True—False.) 

We may have any kind of soil in our 
character that we want. (True—False.) 

Preachers, teachers, and other special 

Christian workers are the only sowers of 

good seed. (True—False.) 

Sometimes I have copies to be marked. 
At other times I read the statements and 
the class answers “True” or “False.” 

[Tests of this type, written by Mrs. Gen- 
eva F, Walters, are published in the Trmes 
at the end of the first, second, and fourth 
quarters of each year.] 


An experience meeting —This is another 
old-fashioned method, but vital at times, 
when the lesson theme strikes close home. 
With such a lesson I state the theme and 
then let each member give her experience. 


Exchanging classes—Occasionally some 
of us find it refreshing, both for ourselves 
and for the class, to change about. I take 
some other class for one Sunday, and the 
teacher of that class takes mine. We al- 
ways spring this as a surprise, and it does 
us all good, 

A highly successful teacher based her 
success, in part at least, upon the fact that 
she seldom did the same thing twice the 
same way. There was always something 
new and interesting in her classes. 


HeErRINGTON, Kans. 


Brightening Up the Opening 
and Closing Exercises 
By Agnes F. O'Neill 


| ENJOY the privilege of being general 
superintendent of the Sunday -school of 
my husband’s church, and have testéd, with 
considerable success, the following plans. 

Immediately after the opening exercises 
I ask whether we have any visitors, or new 
members.. These receive a hearty welcome. 
Then, are there any absent through sick- 
ness? We bow and pray for them. The 
entire school, including the Primary De- 
partment, enters most enthusiastically into 
these exercises. 

Each week I prepare a chapter of the 
Bible on slips of paper, a verse and its 
location on each slip. These are given by 
each teacher to. several — usually. three — 
members of the class (different members 
each week) to be learned at home. After 
the lesson period I ask this group to rise 
in the assembly, and in response to my 
call for each verse each one recites. 

This arrangement is frequently varied 
by the preparation of three or four leading 
questions on the Bible narrative of the 
day’s lesson. During assembly period. at 
the close of the hour I put these questions 
to each class, — the same questions to each, 
—- individual members rising and answering 


as they are able. I make no remark, but 
simply record the answer. When every 
class (excluding the Primary Department) 
has responded, I announce the class with 
the best average, and a banner is placed 
beside it. 

We find that this exercise provokes the 
study of the Bible itself. During the past 
three months the Sunday school has doubled 
in attendance, with an increase in offer- 
ings. We thank God and take courage. 

Sprinc Green, WIs. 


A Church Attendance 
Honor Roll 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 


me, HONOR roll has helped to increase 
interest in the morning service of the 
Church of the Brethren, at Burnettsville, 
Ind. Each of the eight classes in the Sun- 
day school has a long narrow card with 
its name painted on it so it can be read 
easily from any part of the auditorium. A 
holder for these hangs on the front wall 
next to the pulpit platform, and the cards 
are arranged in a single column from first 
place down to the eighth. Each card slips 
in and out of its position. 

The position of the class cards on the 
honor roll is determined by the percentage 
of class members present in church. Each 
month the classes try to raise the standing 
of their particular group on the honor 
roll. 

One spring month the men’s Bible class 
held the first position with the Interme- 
diate boys in second place. The Junior 
class came third, with the Primary class 
fourth, and the Intermediate girls fifth. 
The last three places were held by the 
ladies’ Bible class, and the young women’s 
and young men’s classes respectively. 

The church attendance is taken at the 
time for the reading of the Scripture pas- 
sage. Anybody coming into the service 
after that is not counted as present for 
their class. 


Wo corr, Inp, 


Do Your Pupils Bring 
Their Bibles? 


By Josephine C. Owen 


M* L. L. LEGTERS was preaching to 
the Sunday morning audience at 
Camp Tappuah, outside Asheville, N. C., 
and close to the summer conference grounds 
of Columbia Bible College. “How many 
of you brought your Bibles this morning? 
Let’s see them.” 

Possibly a dozen were scattered through 
the group. 

“Oh, so you thought you wouldn’t need 
your Bibles. You were coming to listen 
to a sermon this morning — but you weren’t 
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Lesson for October 27 


coming to study about God — and you didn’t 
bring your Bibles!” 

How many times it is true of our Bible 
school classes that they come to listen to 
a lesson rather than to study or to 
learn’ it! 

A Bible school class presents an unexcelled 
and often neglected opportunity to help the 
pupils become more accustomed to handling 
their Bibles. Seeing a thing makes a much 
more vivid and lasting impression on the 
mind than hearing the same thing. The 
more pupils can be brought to reading the 
words of the Scripture themselves, the 
more they will remember. 

I teach a women’s class and the follow- 
ing are all plans which I personally have 
put into practice. These ideas, however, 
are easy to adapt to any department of the 
Bible school. 

Dr. McQuilkin’s weekly lesson discus- 
sion in THE SunpAy ScHooLt TIMEs sug- 
gests a very effective way of doing this 
very thing. For almost every verse of the 
lesson text there are several references to 
passages which explain and supplement the 
verse in question. These various verses 
can be assigned to different pupils to be 
read aloud as a part of the lesson exposi- 
tion. The more significant passages could 
be read by the class in unison, and the less 
important by different individuals. This 
participation by the pupils makes them 
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more receptive to the teacher’s applications 
and comments, as they, too, are helping in 
the teaching of the lesson. 

Often the pupils will want to make mar- 
ginal notations of these passages for future 
study and meditation. Again they will 
want to keep some spiritual application or 
helpful comment in mind, A teacher would 
do well to encourage this Bible-marking 
habit in his pupils, as anyone who has 
acquired it knows what a blessing it can 
become. A good way to begin is to select 
an outstanding verse in each lesson for the 
“marked verse” and to have all present 
underline it with a red pencil passed around 
for the purpose. It has been truly said, 

A man’s books, 

A man’s marked books, 

A man’s marked Bible are his best 

Autobiography. 
What a satisfying reward for a teacher’s 
efforts it is to know he has been able to 
help his pupils start their spiritual “auto- 
biographies.” A most interesting and up- 
lifting review lesson can be built around 
these marked texts at the close of the 
quarter’s lessons. 

It is almost unnecessary to add that the 
teaching of the lesson should be from the 
Bible rather than a commentary or quar- 
terly when this program is carried out, as 
that should be always the case. 

Jounson City, TENN. 














Handling Those “Awful Boys” 


The class where books were on the floor, Bibles torn, — 
and lesson books decorated with pencil sketches 


By Wouter Van Garrett 














BOUT a year ago, I visited a neigh-. 
A boring Sunday school. During the 

worship service I stayed in the main 
room, but during the lesson period I was 
escorted through the various departments. 
I was delighted with the work that was 
being done, but I did notice a few things 
that gave me some apprehension, 

Among them was a class in the Junior 
Department. The oldest class of boys 
seemed to be “live wires,” and I won- 
dered whether or not they were being 
considered a problem. After the session 
was over I had a few minutes with the 
general superintendent, a man who is deeply 
interested in the work of Christian educa- 
tion, and I asked him about the problems 
of his school. 

Without any hesitation he referred to 
that class of boys in the Junior Depart- 
ment. He told me that they had caused 
him, and the officers and teachers of that 
department, a great deal of concern, And 
then he went on to tell me the details of 
the situation. 

One teacher after another had been 
secured for that class of boys, and all had 
given up. Some had simply refused, after 
one or two Sundays, to have anything to 
do with them. Others had tried to stick 
it out nobly, but the boys had made things 
so miserable that they were forced to stop. 

There was general bedlam in that class. 
Books were lying on the floor, Bibles were 
torn, lesson books were filled with all sorts 
of pencil marks. Not only that, but the 
boys actually distracted and disturbed other 
classes in the department. Something sim- 


ply had to be done,’the superintendent told 
me, but what could be done? that was 
the perplexing question. 

We had a quiet little talk, and the out- 
come of that conversation was that the 
superintendent and I made an appointment 
to visit another school the following Sun- 
day. I wanted him to see a school that 
had had the same problem, and had found 
a satisfactory solution, 

When we entered the school the next 
Sunday, my friend could hardly wait to 
get into the Junior Department; and he 
did spend his entire time there. And what 
he saw made him anxious to have a talk 
with the Junior superintendent. 

As soon as he entered the department 
his eyes sought out the oldest class of boys 
but, if he expected to see an unruly group, 
he was disappointed. Those boys were 
deeply interested in all that was being 
done, and, when the lesson period began, 
their heads all bent low as they gathered 
around their teacher, a young man of about 
twenty. The visitor could scarcely believe 
his eyes. Could it be that these boys were 
the same type of boys who were causing such 
trouble in his school? There must be 
some secret to the way they were being 
handled. 

' Matters were soon cleared up, however, 
when the school was dismissed. Yes, 
smiled the Junior superintendent, those 
boys used to cause them a great deal of 
concern. Comparisons were quickly made, 
and it was learned that the problem of the 
first school was not unusual at all; it had 
once been a problem here. And then he 
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was told how those boys had been brought 
into a more workable frame of mind. 

In the first place, a wise teacher was se- 
cured for them. He knew the problems, 
but he wasn’t afraid of them, and he re 
solved at once to plunge right in and find 
a solution. The energy that was used in 
throwing books about, tearing pages out of 
Bibles, and scribbling nonsense on the 
pages of lesson books, had to be employed 
more usefully. He had a quiet talk with 
the sexton, to whom he explained his plan; 
the sexton agreed to share his responsibil- 
ities with that class of boys. Those boys 
were asked to help clean up the Junior 
room, and the request was made in a most 
diplomatic manner; they agreed with warm 
enthusiasm, 

A certain hour was set that was conveni- 
ent to the boys, and the teacher made it a 
point to do some tactful work with the 
leader of those fellows, to make sure that, 
at least, he would be on hand. Half of 
the class showed up the first week. The 
teacher and the officers were tactful in 
giving the young helpers proper credit for 
their work; the next week all but one 
showed up. Since then a majority of the 
class members have a weekly part in keep- 
ing that department clean and tidy. 

Later on, these boys were invited to dis- 
tribute the hymn books on Sunday morn- 
ing, and now they come early to get the 
work done before other pupils get there. 
Each Sunday two boys are assigned to ~ 
stand inside the doors and hand hymn 
books to those who come Iate. After 
Sunday school they gather up the books 
and put them back in the closet. It is 
almost amusing to see what pains they take 
to get them put away in the best possible 
manner, 

It required only a week or two for those 
boys to see that books, which their class 
had thrown on the floor on Sunday, had 
to be picked up by them; it soon became 
important to be careful on Sunday.so as 
to make the work during the week easier. 

The visiting superintendent had caught 
the idea, even before his host had finished 
telling the whole story and, as he walked 
homeward, he was revolving plans in his 
mind. The following Sunday he was again 
a visitor at the second school, and he was 
there early to see all that transpired. 

Today his school has a Junior Depart- 
ment that is a joy to behold, Less than a 
year ago, there was a problem there and 
it seemed to be beyond solution; and that 
problem was a class of “awful boys.” The 
problem is gone; the boys have been given 
a working share in a great enterprise. 

Their teacher spends one night each week 
with his boys. They play games, go on 
hikes, and have wiener roasts, but always 
there is a worship period. They have 
a part in helping to run the school, and they 
cheerfully accept the responsibility. What 
might have continued to be a problem, un- 
til the boys finally drifted out of the school, 
has been changed into an opportunity and 
into a great asset. 

During the problem-stage, none of those 
boys ever stayed for church. But even 
that has changed. Each Sunday finds sev- 
eral of those boys at the church service. 
They have volunteered, at the tactful sug- 
gestion of their teacher, to. keep the church 
hymnals neatly arranged in the front part 
of the pews. 

Norwoop, Pa. 
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LESSON 4. OCTOBER 27. BELSHAZZAR’S FEAST 
(INTERNATIONAL TEMPERANCE LESSON) 
International Uniform Lesson.—Daniel 5 :1-31,; printed text, Daniel 5: 17-28 
Golden Text.—Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.—Prov. 20: 1 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Daniel 5 : 17-28 


Kinc James VERSION 

Dan. 5:17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let 
thy gifts- be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet 1 will 
read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the inter- 
pretation. 

18.0 thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy 
father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: 

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and 
languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he 
slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set 
up; and whom he would he put down. 

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in 
pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his 
glory from him: 

21 And he was driven from the sons of*men; and his heart was 
made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: 
they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the 
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 

22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, 
though thou knewest all this; 

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and 
they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, 
and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, 
iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the 
God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast 
thou not glorified: 

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writ- 
ing was written. 

25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

27. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Dan. 5:17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let 
thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; neverthe- 
less I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him 
the interpretation. 18 O thou king, the Most High God gave Nebu- 
chadnezzar thy father the kingdom, and greatness, and glory, and 
majesty: 19 and because of the greatness that he gave him, all 
the peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him: 
whom he would he slew, and whom he would he kept alive; and 
whom he would he raised up, and whom he would he put down. 
20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened 
so that he dealt proudly, he was deposed from his kingly throne, 
and they took his glory from him: 21 and he was driven from the 
sons of men, and his heart was made like the beasts’, and his 
dwelling was with the wild asses; he was fed with grass like oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; until he knew that 
the Most High God ruleth in the kingdom of men, and that he 
setteth up over it whomsoever he will. 22 And thou his son, O 
Belshazzar, hast not humbled thy heart; though thou knewest all 
this, 23 but’ hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and 
they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou 
and thy lords, thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine from 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver and gold, of brass, 
iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know; and the 
God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast 
thou not glorified: 24 then was the part of the hand sent from be- 
fore him; and this writing was inscribed. 

25 And this is the writing that was inscribed: 4MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of the thing: 
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and brought it to an end. 
27 TEKEL; thou art weighed in the ances, and art found wanting. 
28 *peres; thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians. 

1That is, Numbered, numbered, weighed, 


and divisions, 
* That is, Divided. 








28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 


and Persians. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HREE months ago the Sunday 
schools of the world were studying 
a young man named Daniel, not yet 

twenty years old, as one of history’s great- 
est messages on temperance and health. 
Another temperance lesson has come, on 
International Temperance Sunday, and we 
study a sequel to that story of Daniel’s 
beginning of his career in Babylon. This 
same Daniel, seventy years later, stands 
before Belshazzar, king of Babylon, in 
one of the most dramatic crises of history. 
Both Babylon and Belshazzar are near their 
end, and the ruin comes in the midst of a 
feast of drink. Daniel was not one of the 
guests at that feast. He was called in for 
another purpose, because of his reputation 
in connection with the living God. Those 
two men, Daniel and Belshazzar, are sym- 
bols of two ways of living. What are they? 
Which way are we following —as_ indi- 
viduals, and as a nation? 
The Historical Setting 

The Babylonian empire came to an end 
seventy years after the first year of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, ‘about 536 B. C. Belshazzar 
probably": reigned as ‘regent or co-ruler 
with his father Nabonidus from 538 to 
536 B. C. 
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Verse by Verse 


Daniel 5:17.—Let thy gifts be to thy- 
self. Earthly rewards meant everything 
to Belshazzar and his minions (vs. 7, 16) ; 
they meant nothing to Daniel. The un- 
seen, eternal things meant everything to 
him (2 Cor. 4:18). 


Verse 18—O thou king. ‘Daniel is to 
make the interpretation of the handwrit- 
ing the climax of a message he had from 
God. In fact, the message is part of the 
interpretation. Thy father. He was prob- 
ably his grandfather; his mother, the wife 
of Nabonidus, is thought to have been 
Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter. In any case, 
the word “father” may refer to an ances- 
tor or to a predecessor on the throne (cf. 
1 Kings 15:11; 2 Kings 14:3; 15:12; 
Matt. 1:1; Jer. 27:7). 

Verse 21.—His heart was made like the 
beasts. Just the opposite of the majesty, 
glory, and honor he had enjoyed; he was 
driven from the sons of men, but he found 
his place with the beasts congenial, hav- 
ing lycanthropy, a form of insanity in 
which the victim imagines himself an ani- 
mal and seeks to imitate them (Dan. 4: 
1-33). Till he knew that the most high 
God ruled. After seven years God gave 
understanding back to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and he repented and humbly acknowledged 
the true God (Dan. :4: 34-37). 

Verse 22.—And thou his son, O Belshaz- 
gar, hast not humbled thine heart. Daniel 
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speaks with deep feeling, and evidently not 
with the affection or honor with which he 
addressed Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4: 19, 27). 


Verse 23.—Hast lifted up thyself against 
the Lord of heaven . . .. have brought the 
vessels of his house ... have drunk wine 
in them, This was the climax of Belshaz- 
zar’s reckless impiety, and God accepted 
the challenge. God allowed Babylon to 
destroy his house because: of Israel’s sin, 
but those vessels still stood for the true 
and living God. Hitherto they had been 
reverenced; but, stirred by wine and pride, 
they let go all reverence. 


Verse 24—Then. At that moment of 
their profanation. Was the part of the hand. 
The “end” of the hand, that is, the fingers. 


Verse 25—MENE, MENE. “Numbered, 
numbered.” Repeated for solemn emphasis, 
The word also means “mina,” a weight or 
coin. TEKEL. “Weighed,” a word also 
meaning shekel,. UPHARSIN. “U” stands 
for “and,” “Pharsin” for “dividers,” plural 
of the participle “peres,” in verse 28. 

Verse 26.—God hath numbered thy king- 
dom, and finished it. The king evidently 
did not expect it that very night (v. 20; 
Jer. 27:7). 

Verse 27.—Weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting. In each case the in- 
terpretation adds what the word itself 
would not reveal. How “wanting” this 
king was—he had given his life to van- 
ity and emptiness (Psa. 62: 9). 
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Verse 28.—PERES. “Divided,” the same 
word as “pharsin,” in slightly different 
form; also-closely allied to the word for 
“Persia.” Thy kingdom is divided, and 
given to the Medes and Persians, Not that 
it is divided between Medes and Persians, 
but divided in pieces or broken. At first 
the Medes took the lead in the dual empire, 
though Cyrus the Persian was the real con- 
queror, Afterward Persia became supreme. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Weighed in the balances of God, and 
found ? How would that sentence 
be finished in our case if the result were 
published today? God is the God of knowl- 
edge, who weighs human hearts and who 
weighs actions (Prov. 16:2; 21:2; 24: 
12; 1 Sam. 2:3). What‘scales! Here 
stand Belshazzar and Daniel, “whom the 
king named Belteshazzar.” Belshazzar 
means, “Bel, protect the king.” And how 
Bel, greatest of the Babylonian gods, pro- 
tected the king that night! Belteshazzar 
means, “Bel, protect his life.” But. Dan- 
iel has a better than Bel to protect his life. 
And now Belteshazzar faces Belshazzar. 
But it is not in the character of his heathen 
name that Daniel stands here; his Hebrew 
name means, “God is judge.” Daniel’s life 
judged Belshazzar as well as his inter- 
pretation of God’s words. For Daniel 
stands as the embodiment of piety toward 
God, and of a long life in a body reckoned 
as the temple of the living God; Belshaz- 
zar is the embodiment of all that leaves 
God out and that exalts the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil. Babylon’s end was a 
drama of drink and impiety. Strong drink 
was not responsible for all this downfall, 
but it belongs with it. So here is our 
choice: Daniel or Belshazzar. There are 
but these two ways of living: God or Bel, 
Christ or Satan. Let young people begin 
as Daniel did, and at the end of the earthly 
life the scales of God will not read “Want- 
ing,” but “They that seek ‘the Lord shall 
not want any good thing” (Psa. 34: 10). 


Lesson Outlines 


DANIEL AND BELSHAZZAR 

1. Daniel: (1) Living for God. (2) 
Disdainful of earthly honors. (3) Judged 
by God and approved. (4) Réceives 
earthly honors and an eternal kingdom. 

2. Belshazzar: (1) Serving vain idols, 
living for the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil. (2) Glorying in earthly wealth 
and honors. (3) Weighed in the balances 
and found wanting. (4) Loses his king- 
dom and all he lived for. 


Tue Prace tHat Liquor Hap: 
1. In Daniel’s daily habits. 
2. In Belshazzar’s daily habits. 
3. In the hour of Babylon’s crisis. 
4. In the Babylonian view of God. 
5. In its bitter end. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Prophecies of Babylon’s Fall. Study 
Jeremiah 27:7, R. V.; 25: 12-15; 50: 35- 
46; Isaiah 21: 1-10; 44: 27 to 45:6. These 
prophecies in a startling way are confirmed 
by history’s account of how Cyrus diverted 
the Euphrates into another channel and 
marched on the dry bed of the river into 
the city, where the two-leaved gates leading 
to the river were left open on that night 
of revelry. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company,. 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. October 27.—Belshazzar’s Feast (Inter- 
national Temperance Lesson). 
Daniel 5 : 
5. November. 3.—Judah Taken Captive. 
2 Kings 24:1 to 25:21; Jeremiah 39: 1-18 
6. November 10.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal 
Resfonsibility .... Ezekiel 18 : 1-32; 33 : 1-20 
y. November 17.—The Return from Cap- 
tivity ..Jeremiah 29: 4-14; Ezra 1: 
1-11; Psalm 126: 1-6 
8. November 24.—The Message of Haggai 
and Zechariah. Ezra 3:1 to 6: 22; 
Psalm 84 : 1-12; Haggai, Chapters 1, 2; 
Zechariah 4: 1-10 
9. December 1.—Ezra’s Mission to Jeru- 
SEMAR: sibs cna cesutvnitess Ezra 7:1 to 8: 36 
10. December 8.—Nehemiah Rebuilding the 
Wall of Jerusalem ..Nehemiah 2:1 to 7:4 
11, December 15.—Ezra Teaching the Law 
of God. Ezra 7:10; Nehemiah, Chapter 8 
12, December 22.—Malachi Foretells a New 
POS iiin ds Meevecises Malachi 1:1 to 4:6 
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“The ‘Success’ of Repeal.” This is the 
title of a striking article by Daniel A. 
Poling in the September Christian Herald. 
Many officials, newspapers, leaders in all 
walks of life testify to the deadly success 
of Repeal. Prohibition closed 177,000 
saloons; Repeal has opened 437,000 liquor 
selling places, which, by: the testimony of 
many non-prohibitionists, are “incredibly 
worse than the old saloon.” High school 
girls are serving as barmaids. The National 
Safety Council states that the number of 
fatal automobile accidents due to drinking 
drivers increased twenty-nine per cent in 
1934 over 1933. This menace of the drink- 
ing driver is only in its beginning. And 
what of bootlegging, the greatest crime 
charged against prohibition? “The Federal 
authorities state unequivocally that more 
illicit liquor is being manufactured and dis- 
tributed in the present year of grace than 
ever before in the history of the American 
people.” 


[Practical and Personal Applications 


Follow Daniel in his life habits. All men 
when weighed in the balances are found 
wanting (Rom. 3: 23). But when we choose 
Christ he “weighs” for us. When the 
Christian yields to Christ, recognizing his 
body as the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
then God produces the good works, which 
when weighed by him, are not found want- 
ing. 

Live for the unseen world. Disdain 
earthly honors. Be influenced in conduct 
by the glory of God, not the glory that is 
of men. 


Preach fearlessly. Let Daniel be an ex- 
ample for the preacher. Condemn sin in 
high places. 


Control liquor in your own life. If I do 
not control liquor, it will control me. The 
only practicable control for the Christian 
is abstinence, for his own sake and the 
sake of others. The Pace cartoon tells 
the story vividly. 


Control liquor in the nation, Or it will 


soon control the politics, and social customs 
of the nation. 


Tremble before God and his word. The 
handwriting is on the wall when unbelief 
and indulgence are linked together, Mod- 
ernists denied the very existence of Bei- 
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shazza he clay tablets were discovered 
with hi e-43 the son of Nabonidus, 


tence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Ve’ bf  fiquot ts! also ie fee" of all kinds 
of eit: {1 Tim. 6:)10), 


The love of money is at the root of the 
great evil of the “liquor traffic,” for in 
the liquor traffic, lust and covetousness are 
married. 


Belshazzar sought earthly glory and lost 
it; Daniel spurned earthly honors, and they 
were loaded upon him. 


Is the Lord Jesus the honored host at 
all our feasts? God was present at Bel- 
shazzar’s feast, the silent observer of all 
that was done. 


Wine is most a mocker when it is served 
by servants of the Lord, amid the approval 
and plaudits of a worldly “society.” 


“The Patriot and the Evening News of 
Harrisburg, Pa., called attention to the fact 
that their refusal to help boys and girls 
get the idea “Liquor is all right,” by open- 
ing their pages to liquor ads, costs them 
$50,000 annually, All honor to them! Ac- 
cepting the ads costs far more! 


They drank wine in God’s sacred vessels ; 
he made them drink of the cup of the wine 
of his wrath (Jer. 25:15). 


Belshazzar was a “Modernist”; what 
cared he for the superstition of sacred ves- 
sels of the God of Israel; he believed that 
all religions were ways to God, and that 
their own gods were all right for them. 

Cotumszia, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and eign He character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


BOUT how old was Daniel when he ap- 
peared before Belshazzar? How old was 
he when he was in the lions’ den? What 

notable mistake has been made regarding 
Daniel’s age? 

2. Why was the handwriting on the wall 
in words that needed interpretation, instead 
of words in their own Assyrian language? 

3. Why did Belshazzar think the words 
were words of terror instead of words of 
praise for him? 

4. Why did Daniel accept the honors be- 
stowed by the king when he had repudiated 
them in the beginning? 

5. Why was God’s judgment of Belshazzar 
so much more swift and terrible than that 
meted out to Nebuchadnezzar ? 

6. Are the sins of Babylon in Belshazzar’s 
day evident to any great extent in America 
today ? 

7. Belshazzar has been the occasion of one 
of the boldest attacks on the veracity of Bible 
writers that has ever been made. ‘Today 
Belshazzar furnishes strong evidence that Dan- 
iel was not written, as the critics claim, in 
the second century before Christ. Do you 
know why this is so? 

8. Does the fifth chapter of Daniel suggest 
that all wine drinking is sinful, or that only 
excess in the use of wine is sinf 

9. Has repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment 
brought about less drunkenness, as was prom- 
ised by its advocates? 

10. Has the prediction that automobile ac- 
cidents would decrease with the repeal of the 
Eighteenth Amendment been justified ? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers te the lesson questions are given 
on page 661 of this issue. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


In Old Midway Days.—MENE; God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it 
(Dan. 5:26). Have you ever stopped to 
think how much meaning can be put into 
a single word? I’m not trying to be funny. 
(It is just an accident that this paragraph 
is on that word mene-ing.) Go to a crowd 
of boys who may be raising Cain out in 
your yard, and cry the one word “Scram!” 
and see what happens. Should it be a 
matter of fruit or nut trees what a getting 
over the fence! 

Of course it is not said that “Scram” is 
an American synonym for MENE. I can 
say, however, I have known occasions 
when the word “Scram” could mean, “I’ve 
got your number, and if I get hold of you 
it will be just too bad!” 

And that goes back to the old Midway 
days when it was Dick Strode’s orchard 
and Barney Kendig’s Spanish chestnut 
trees. Neither Dick nor Barney yelled 
“Scram” because the word had not been 
coined. They cried, “Hey, there!” and 
shot a gun filled with salt that rattled up 
through the foliage. I was one of the lads 
who went over or under the fence. It was 
a great adventure and not theft. We had 
better stuff in the cellar at home. 

Old Dick’s grandson is one of my Iron 
Rosers, and a great improvement on me 
at the same age. We were a wild bunch, 
~but not one of the old Midway gang be- 
came a drinker. We. daily saw the Mid- 
way Hotel numbering and finishing the 
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dads of some of the boys. - We used to 
follow little old “Flitch” McCormick as he 
staggered home to see his long-suffering 
wife give him a “lickin’.” 

I have wondered whether that old Mid- 
way Hotel, one of the worst grog shops 
in the land, and the exhibits therefrom did 
not instill in all of us a subconscious hatred 
for the stuff. At any rate, none of our 
gang ever became drunkards or even 
drinkers. 


Scales.—_TEKEL; Thou art weighed in 
the balances, and art found wanting (v. 
27). During one of the Burton Holmes 
Travelogues about Holland I was much 
interested in seeing the officers of the gov- 
ernment weighing Edam cheeses. They 
were those big pink balls, flat at the poles, 
you see in fancy grocery stores. The 
scales were not “Toledo” but the old- 
fashioned sort that blindfolded Madam 
Justice holds in her hand on the walls or 
over the doors of many court houses. 

As I watched them, weighing the cheeses 
in the moving pictures I did not see one of 
hundreds that were rapidly weighed that 
failed to tip the scales. They might not be 
cream cheese, but they were good honest 
weight cheese. 

Belshazzar, like many another son of an 
able father, was what is called out here 
in the countryside, “a light weight.” This 
sort are much in evidence at all cocktail 
parties, and Sunday. champagne dinner 
dances. Their names appear in both the 
society and police columns. The former 
for being divorced and the latter for driv- 
ing when. drunk. 
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The Wheel of Fortune.—PERES; Thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 
and Persians (v. 28). There has never 
been a “Divider” to equal old John Barley- 
corn. He has cut more men off from their 
“Kingdom” than all the other cutters-off 
put together. According to Old Testa- 
ment history and our everyday history, 
this has been a Barleycorn business in 
which there has never been any “slack 
times” nor any “shut downs” for “inven- 
tories,” “repairs,” and so on, but has been 
running full time day and night. 

In Coatesville, and the same is true in 
Yourtown, all up and down “Main Street” 
are “Medes” and “Persians” doing pros- 
perous business while ‘“Chaldees” are down 
in the mills or in stores and offices working 
for wages because old John Barleycorn 
cut dad off. Years ago dad started the 
new enterprise in a small way. Was care- 
ful and prospered. Dad got sporty. Could 
take a drink or-let it alone. Didn’t let 
it alone. Dad is sleeping up on the hill- 
side in his premature grave and the Medes 
and Persians carry on. 

Some of those who carry the lunch 

boxes, drive the delivery trucks, and get 
the yellow envelopes are the children of 
the departed Chaldees. Not that there is 
anything to apologize for as a wage earner. 
Far from it. But this is a temperance les- 
son, and we are pointing out what drink 
has done to able men. 
’ The wheel of fortune is always turning. 
“Shirt sleeves to shirt sleeves in two gen- 
erations.” These sons and daughters of 
the “Divided” Chaldees will found a new 
dynasty, and the story will all be lived 
over again—vunless old John Barleycorn 
is let alone and there is a tie-up with 
Heaven. : 


CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast not approved in the history of thy 
people of any who for self-glory and self- 
advancement have allowed pride to rule in 
their spirits. When thy disciplines are exer- 
cised, they are sometimes exercised with the 
séverity which thou alone dost apply, and we 
pray that we may not wickedly turn to our 
own devices because of pride or any other 
cause, but that we may unswervingly obey 
thee in humility and simplicity. Help us not 
to think that we can take the unspeakable 
risks of allowing ourselves to trifle with the 
drink question! Help us to be clear, and 
severe, and clean, with respect to that allur- 
ing and dangerous’ inclination. May we do our 
part in these days to prevent the ravages of 
drink in the land that we love, and by word 
and example encourage others to do likewise. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What a picture this 
is of a king! Can you picture a great king 
reduced to eating grass with the animals 
of the field? Have you noticed what is 
said about him in this lesson as to pride? 
Yes, it was when his heart was lifted. up 
into a selfish glory that he began to break 
down and go to pieces and to indulge in 
such affairs as the great feast with all its 
vile and showy wickedness: Certainly a 
prophet like Daniel was needed at that 
time, and there is need for many Daniels 
today .to speak boldly to those who have 
wickedly and in high places entered into 
practices that can only bring ruin to those 
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Lesson for October 27 


who follow them. Shall we do our part 
to help in saving as many as we can from 
the evils that result? Let us pray. 





THE DRINKER’S PROGRESS 


RINK 
EGRADATION 


EATH 
BE NOT DECEIVED! 











"7 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything. without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for. ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good eeenetioes 


_ are constantly having to be rejected 


editors, which might otherwise be ath, 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
ao — of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In se of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

“Successful,”” But!—Sitrong drink is rag- 
ing. (Golden Text). A German professor 
had undertaken an experiment-to find out 
whether it is possible to accustom a. lion 
to live in the same cage with a lamb. 
Asked whether his experiment had been 
successful, he answered, “Yes, very suc- 
cessful; only now and then I had to re- 
place the lamb.” If the liquor interests 
have their way their experiments with the 
youth of the land will be equally successful. 
—From The Union Signal. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Ambition of Many.—When his 
heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hard- 
ened so that he dealt proudly (Dan. 5: 20, 
R. V.).. First Partner: “In what posi- 
tion does your son wish to enter the busi- 
ness?” Second Partner: “Well, so far as 
I can make out, he wants to start near 
the top and loaf upward.”—From The 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


God Does Rule.—Till he knew that the 
most high God ruled in the kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over tt whom- 
soever he will (v. 21). In 1920, in Kansu, 
China, a fanatical Mohammedan was plan- 
ning a “holy war.” He gathered a great 
conclave of followers, and held a meeting 
in a cave. While they were there the great 
Himalayan ranges trembied, and a moun- 
tain of earth buried the caye so effectively 
and so changed the contour of the land 
that months of searching by devoted fol- 
lowers could not even locate the place. 
About 200,000 people lost their lives in 
the area affected, the great majority of 
these being Mohammedans.—From The 
Prophetic News. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Carthage, S. D. 


The End Without God.—But hast lifted 
up thyself against the Lord of heaven (v. 
23). One of England’s scientific men, an 
agnostic, who had acquired great wealth 
and had reached the summit of his ambi- 
tions, stood one morning in his garden, 
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watching a snail climb a plant. As the 
snail reached the top of the highest leaf 
and struck out its feelers in all directions, 
and found no higher pathway, it slowiy 
turned and climbed downward. “I am like 
that snail,” moaned the old man, “I am like 
that snail.” Such is the fate of all those 
that leave God out of their plans. In the 
end they must retrace their steps down- 
ward.—From The Sentinel. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Lenin’s Ghastly Collapse.—Then was 


the part of the hand sent from him; and 
this writing was written (v. 24). Capt. 
Francis McCullagh, an eyewitness of the 
trial of the Roman priests in Moscow, says: 
“On the night after the Archbishop and 
his companions were paraded in a motor- 
lorry through the streets of Moscow, the 
terrible leader of the Reds gazed in horror 
on one more terrible than himself, on a 
dread, nocturnal visitor, who, having passed 
swiftly through the triple guards and the 
bolted doors, had halted at his bedside and 
laid an icy hand on the proud and formid- 
able brain. From that day Lenin was a 
living corpse.” Percival Phillips gives 
the rumor than ran through all Russia on 
Lenin’s death (Daily Mail, Feb..1, 1924): 
“The once all-powerful Dictator of Red 
Russia spent his last days of activity crawl- 
ing on all fours like a beast around the 
room. in his carefully-guarded retreat at 
Gorky, apologizing to the furniture for his 
misdeeds — the memory of which remained 
amid the ruins of his mind—and shouting 
repeatedly, ‘God save Russia and kill the 
Jews!’”—From D. M. Panton in The 
Dawn, Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, 
S. D.. Prize illustration, 


Limits to the “New Leaf.”—God hath 

. finished it (v. 26). Mission services 
were being held in a certain district in 
Ireland. After one of the services two 
women were discussing them in a_ local 
grocery shop. One woman, a Christian, 
was telling the other of her need of Christ. 
The other would not see her need but re- 
plied: “Oh, well, I must turn over a new 
leaf. of “But; ” said the Christian woman, 
“you might be at the end of the book, 
there will be no more to turn over.” There 
was silence after that—From The Sun= 
day School Times. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto; Can. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Use the blackboard to illustrate the 
handwriting. Make a small cardboard hand 
for each child, on which to write the 
Memory Verse (Prov. 29 : 18b). 











re A great palace, a long time ago, a 
king had a feast, and he had invited a 
thousand of his princes, and his . wives, 
and they were having a gay time. His 
name was Belshazzar. He stood up and 
drank wine before them, and he just 
thought of the marvelous golden dishes his 
father had taken away from God’s Temple 
in Jerusalem, and he told his servants to 
go and get those golden vessels, and when 
they were brought and passed around, they 
drank wine out of them, and worshiped 
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the gods of gold and silver. These ves- 
sels had been dedicated to the worship of 
God, and here was this wicked man using 
them to drink wine, and in the worship 
of heathen gods! In the midst of this gay 
feast, something happened. 

On the wall, over on the side of the 
room, just the fingers of a hand appeared, 
and wrate some words on the plaster. The 
king turned pale, and shook so he could 
hardly stand. Then he called for wise 
men to read the words, and Daniel could 
read them. He told the king that God 
had judged him, and the kingdom had been 
taken away from him. That very night, 
while he was drinking, an army came into 
his city, and he was slain, and his king- 
dom taken away. 


In these days, we see people drinking and 
cursing God, and we wonder why God 
doesn’t judge them swiftly as he did Bel- 
shazzar. God is merciful and long-suffer- 
ing, but if they do not repent, he will 
punish them. There will come a day when 
they will be judged as Belshazzar was. 
God so loved the world, — and He has done 
everything that can be done to make men 
love him, and obey him, but if they will 
not, their punishment is just as sure, though 
perhaps not so swift, as Belshazzar’s, 

Mopesto, Cat. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for October 27) 


1. He was about eighty-seven, since about 
seventy years had elapsed from his captivity, 
when, it is judged, he was about seventeen. 
Even Bible teachers speak of the ‘ ‘youth” that 
appeared before Belshazzar, and one artist has 
a beautiful picture of a young lad in the lions’ 
den; but -Daniel was in the lions’ den after 
Belshazzar’s death 


2. The words were Aramaic, and the wise 
men doubtless knew the words, except. that 
different pronunciations would give different 
a But even if the meaning of the in- 
dividual words were known, it would not make 
clear the interpretation ; they were intended 
to be a terrifying enigma, first to startle them 
into attention, then to open the way for Dan- 
iel to come and give the message of the Lord. 


3. Doubtless the Spirit of God struck terror 
to his heart; but also there was the terror 
the heathen have of anything that is unknown 
or mysterious, and finally there was the cow- 
ardly conscience of a man who was living in 
defiance of God and of sober righteousness. 


4. They were to Daniel a matter of indif- 
ference. But his words in the beginning 
meant that he would not need an offer of re- 
ward, nor would he be influenced by it. When 
the king gave the honors, there would be 
no special point in refusing them; moreover, 
it was Fg a sage that might redound to the 
glory of God; possibly it had influence in giv- 
ing Daniel a "leading place in the new Medo- 
Persian empire. 


5. Because Belshazzar had known of all 
God’s dealings with Nebuchadnezzar, and yet 
had refused to acknowledge God, had wor- 
shiped idols, and blasphemed God by using the 
consecrated vessels of the Temple for his 
drunken revel. 


6. The ignoring of the true and living God 
is increasingly i ge i in educational and 
governmental circles in America; the worship 
of gods of gold and of position is evident; 
the love of pleasure rag the revelry illustrated 
by Belshazzar’s feast have been increasing, 
and never sexual looseness been more 
noticeable. 


Bf Until recent years the name “Belshazzar” 
did not appear in any of the Babylonian rec- 
ords that had been discovered, and cri 

boldly claimed that he did not exist. Now 
— yt se ving the name of Belshazzar 
as abonidus, and many. facts 
oe him ieee the fifth chapter: of 
Daniel, facts that could not have been known 
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to a writer in the second century before 
Christ. 


8. It suggests that. wine drinking ‘is sinful 
today for the Christian (Rom. 14: 21; 1 Cor. 
10:31). It shows that in Belshazzar’s day 
those who used wine used it to excess, used 
it in connection with sinful feasts, and also 
used it as part of a life that ignored and 
defied God. Daniel was a believer in Babylon 
who did not drink wine. This is a clear 
picture of the problem a Christian, has in 
America today, and of his duty to let alone 
the drink that is a mocker and is deceiving 
many. 


9. No. On the other hand, drunkenness 
has greatly increased, and crimes as the re- 
sult of liquor drinking have increased accord- 
ingly. 

10. No. Recent statistics show that auto- 
mobile accidents as the result of alcoholic 
drinking, and drunken driving arrests, have 
greatly increased since the repeal of the Eight- 
eenth Amendment. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “. . . whiles he tasted the 
Wi, + 3” 


Discussion: What are some of the ways 
by which a fellow is led to take his first 
alcoholic or fermented drink? 


Objective: An  unsurrendering fight 
against strong drink. 


*AY, fellows, Belshazzar tipped the 
beam on his big mistake “whiles he 
tasted the wine.” The liquor fogged his 
mind and tripped his judgment. “Alas! 
that a man will put an enemy in his mouth 
to steal away his brain!” (Shakespeare. ) 
Even those pagans had a superstitious awe 
of the God of the Hebrews, and doubtless 
Belshazzar sober would have been too dis- 
creet to desecrate so wantonly the holy 
vessels taken from the Temple in Jeru- 
salem. But wine has a language of its 
own which says to the dupe who will drink 
it: “Throw discretion to the winds!” 
And, boy, he threw it! 
For the few moments of his sacrilegious 
brawl Belshazzar paid the price of an eter- 
nal headache, not “the morning after,” but 


in a night that never ends! That was ex-° 


peusive, wasn’t it? Wine is a high-priced 
tyrant, and claims its toll without mercy. 
At the very moment the king and his lords 
and ladies held aloft the vessels of God 
filled with wine to toast the ‘Chaldean idols, 
Darius the Mede, with his army, was at the 
gates of Babylon to take the city and, by 
the will of God, to wreak swift punish- 
ment on that drunken and blasphemous 
king. Belshazzar was slain that very night. 

Fellows, “Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging: and whosoever. ‘s deceived 
thereby is not wise” (Prov. 20:1). And 
when God says wine there, he means any 
kind of beverage that addles the brain. 
It was “whiles he tasted the wine” that 
the king committed his supreme folly. Then 
came the handwriting on the wall; and then 
came Daniel and told him the most thrill- 
ing bedtime story he ever heard. 

Belshazzar went out that night to meet 
God whom the wine “whiles he tasted” had 
caused him to mock. It must be a fear- 
ful thing to stand before the. Lord with 
liquor on one’s breath, for he has said in 
his Word that no drunkard shall inherit 
the Kingdom of Heaven (1 Cor. 6:10). 

Fellows, there is just one sane conclu- 
sion about this liquor business: shun it 
like you would a rattlesnake hissing in the 
grass;.even more so, for the worst a rat- 
tlesnake can do is to take your physical 
life from you; wine will take not only 
that, but will cast your immortal soul into 
hell. It has done that for millions of other 
souls; it can do it for yours. 

Moreover, let your word, your influence, 
your life be opposed to every agency that 
would be used of liquor to beguile the un- 
wary—no matter what that agency is, 
whether an individual or institution or 
nation, “King Alcohol,” in league with 
the Devil, has a large and powerful army 
and many subtle agents. He employs not 
only the ignorant and the viciously bad, 
but also the cultured, the wealthy, and 
political leaders; he even draws from so- 
called Christian ranks to fight his battles 
and spread his power. His slogan is “Per- 
sonal Liberty,” by which he deceives even 
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some sober thinking people; but, like the 
wine for which it stands, the slogan is a 
mocker ;. for that kind of “liberty” is only 
the gateway to galling slavery. 

Touch not, handle not, taste not; fellows ; 
it is the only safe course. 

PHILADELPHIA, 





a Children at Home 


How Pearl Escaped From 
the Bandits 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


WA-CU was the name of a little Chi- 
nese girl. It means “Flowery Pearl,” 
and she was called Pearl for short. She 
was very happy the day the old kitchen idol 
was torn down, and a large crimson cross 
was put in his place. This meant that 
her father and mother had “eaten” (be- 
lieved) the true doctrine of the Lord Jesus, 
which Pearl had learned at the village 
school. 
She was a bright child, and her small 
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hands could weave fine baskets and straw 
sandals. Her big brother had learned to 
make all sorts of knots, and Pearl was 
nearly as clever as he, especially at loosen- 
ing them. Her mother always called her 
whenever she got a knot in her thread, for 
Pearl seemed to take them out by magic. 
There were many soldiers in their dis- 
trict, and: they were all against the Chris- 
tians, so many of the neighbors told Farmer 
Wong, Pearl’s father, to put back the 
kitchen idol, but he would not do.so. He 
was determined to be true to his Saviour, 
though every one warned him he might be 
killed or beaten. It was not long before 
the village was raided by the soldiers; hens 
and ducks were stolen, and if the poor 
people resisted, they were often killed. 
Pearl and the village children were 
obliged to stay indoors, but the soldiers soon 
visited even her little mud-floored home. 
“See! See!” cried one, “what is that?” 


~ pointing to the bright red cross over the 


stove. 

“We are believers in Jesus,” said Pearl’s 
father, firmly, “We always keep that cross 
there to remind us that Jesus Christ died 
for our sins and to save the whole world.” 

The soldier was interested, and as the 
others came round they wanted to hear 
more, and very gladly the old, old story of 
God’s love was told to these rough men. 
Afterward they went away and took noth- 
ing with them. 

Pearl realized then that God did hear 
and answer prayer. For some time after 
everything was peaceful in the village; but 
then bandits began coming again. Pearl’s 
mother and her brother were sent away 
for safety, but Pearl stayed with her father, 
td help her old grandmother, who was blind. 
Early one morning the beating of drums 
in the idol temples showed that the bandits 
were really coming. Pearl’s father was 
captured, bound, and taken away; but, 
crossing a field, the men noticed a buffalo 
grazing. They had searched their captive 
and found he had no money, so they de- 
cided a buffalo was better than a poor man. 
Having only one piece of rope with them, 
they let the farmer go and tied up the 
buffalo. 

After her father was taken away, Pearl 
and her grandmother knelt down to pray 
earnestly to God to release him. Suddenly 
a number of men appeared to search the 
house again and took away some few 
things. They seized the little girl and 
bound her hands together with a long rope. 
How her grandmother begged the bandits 
not to take her! But they only laughed 
and threatened to kill her if she got any- 
one to interfere. 

Poor little Pearl was very frightened, 
for she wondered what was going to hap- 
pen to her. Some other little girls were 
also kidnaped and taken to a lonely temple 
and told if they tried to escape they would 
be shot. Lying down in a dark corner, 
guarded by two men, Pearl began praying 
to God, who could help her even when 
there seemed no hope. 

“Please, God, help me and show me what 
to do to get away,” she murmured over and 
over again. All the time the ropes were 
biting into her hands, for she was moving 
them quietly up and down, every way she 
could. Suddenly she felt the loops getting 
somewhat bigger, and with the help of her 
strong little teeth she slowly got one hand 
free. It was easy then to get the other 
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loose. The pain was great, but she rubbed 
her hands together, thankful they had al- 
ways been extra small and thin. 

Looking round she saw the outside gate- 
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way partly open, with a bandit lying fast 
asleep. Very softly she moved along in 
the shadows until she reached the man. He 
was lying across the doorway with his 
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loaded gun, looking as if he might wake 
at any moment. With a prayer on. her 
lips she slipped lightly across the man and 
then ran for her life. She knew all the 
hill paths around, having often gone with 
her father for firewood. There was some 
moonlight, and she got down to the village 
by-a secret path on the other side of the 
temple. 

Her father and grandmother were on 
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their knees praying together about her 
when she reached the door. In a moment 
the door was opened wide and she was in 
her father’s arms. 

“Truly God has given me back my 
Pearl,” he said, as he clasped her close. 
“He has most graciously answered our 
prayers. Does it not say in .the Holy 
Book, ‘While they are yet speaking, I 
will hear’?” 

Pearl never forgot that experience with 
the bandits, and it made her grow up day 
by day with a wonderful faith in the 
heavenly Father, who does hear the cry of 
his children and deliver them in time of 
need. 


WortHIneG, Sussex, Enc. 
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Mon.—Prove-bs 23: 1-21. Alcohol and Poverty. 
Prayer Succestions: “The drunkard 

. shall come to poverty.” The things 
which produce depression never will end 
depression. Drunkenness now being fos- 
tered by the nation will produce immense, 
incurable unemployment, and keep the 
nation on the dole. “Woes” come upon 
drunkards like bandits upon their quarry. 
Having wasted his own and others’ prop- 
erty, made foolish bargains, vain and costly 
ventures, with powers of body and mind 
impaired, he goes quickly down the road 
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to penury. The end of the drunkard’s 
road is destitution. Pray for the Governor- 
General of Canada. 


Tues.—Isaiah 28: 1-8. Alcohol and Stupidity. 

Prayer Succestions: “They . .. have 
erred through wine.” Liquor dulls the 
wits. It makes men sluggish physically 
and mentally. It robs them of the full 
use of their faculties, Drinkers become 
fools. They are men of frenzy, rage, and 
violence. The sense of caution, the evils 
of temptations, the value of property, the 
worth of health, the sacredness of the fam- 
ily, respectability, education, discipline, and 
the finer feelings of life soon become 
strangers to the drinker. Pray for the 
President of the United States. 


Wed.—Proverbs 23 : 29-3. Alcohol and Sorrow. 

Prayer Succestions: The serpent’s bite 
and the adder’s sting are symbols of the 
drinker’s woes. The sufferings of the 
drunkard come through many gates: ruined 
health, loss of property, reputation, useful- 
néss, family life, comfort, and hope. The 
road of intoxication is one of the speediest 
ways to hell, Never use liquor. Turn 
your influence against the diabolical busi- 
ness, Pray for the Governors of our 
States. 


Thurs—Amos 6:1-8 Alcohol and Punishment. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “They go captive 
with the first that go captive.” Drinking 
is the short cut to ruin. The first to set 
up drinks are the first to go down in a 
crisis. Old-time taverri keepers knew well 
the wicked witchery of wine mixed with a 
song. “There is nothing mew under the 
sun.” Baits for sinners are always the 
same, The drunkard experiences ills 
blows, disasters, injuries, being cheated and 
robbed, and numerous other punishments. 
He is the answer to the query: “Who 
hath woe?” Pray for the Members of 
Congress. ‘ 
Fri—1 Corinthians 6 : 1-11. 
Alcohol and Exclusion. 
Prayer Succestions: The drinker is 
excluded from good society here and here- 
after (v. 10). He companies with the 
worst of men. Thank God for the salvation 
that saves from the bondage of the sin of 
drunkenness. “Such were some of you: 
but ye are washed . . . sanctified . . . justi- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.” Pray for the Mayors 


’ of our cities, 


Sat.—Daniel 5 : 17-28. Alcohol and Death. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: The drunkard 
tempts death. He is really a suicide. Often 
in the moment of his highest. jubilation he 
is nearest to destruction. In peace and 
war, at work or play, the drinker being 
out of self-control is exposed to death. 
Drink is one of Death’s best allies. Pray 
for the King of England. 
Sun.—Psalm 1: 1-6. 
The Righteous and the Wicked. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord know- 
eth the way of the righteous: but the way 
of the ungodly shall perish.” The way of 
the righteous is of the Lord. It is the 
way of reverence, obedience, meditation, 
and spiritual fruitage. The way of the 
ungodly is of men. Their counsel, exam- 
ple, pleasures, lightness, and instability are 
all known to God. “Blessed is the man 
that walketh not in the counsel of the un- 
godly.” Pray for the Members of the 
House of Commons (England). 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Nov. 3. What Christ Means to Me. Phil. 3 : 7-11. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, October 27 


The Effect of Alcohol on Society 
(Isa. 28: 1-8) 





Mon.—Creates poverty (Prov. 23: 20, 21). 

Tues.—Alcohol and bribery (Isa. 5: 22, 
23). 

Wed.—One father’s plan (Jer. 35 : 1-10). 

Thurs.—Sober living (Rom. 13:12, 13). 

Fri—The right example (1 Cor. 8 : 13). 

Sat.—Protecting others (Hab. 2: 15). 











N OUR young people’s meeting last 

week, we discussed some of the effects 
of alcohol on the body and mind. Were 
these all of the evils connected with drink- 
ing, the picture would be bad enough, but 
it is infinitely more serious. Alcohol not 
only injures the one who drinks it, but 
it injures his friends, his neighbors, and 
his fellow citizens. 


If alcohol even in small quantities im- 
pairs the judgment and the ability to re- 
act quickly to danger or emergency in 
the case of automobile drivers, then not 
only the drinking driver is endangered, 
but every other driver upon the road and 
every pedestrian as well. Injuries and 
death from drunken driving, in the city 
of Chicago, more than quadrupled during 
the first half of 109034, as compared with 
the same period for 1933. Non-fatal in- 
juries increased 351 per cent in the same 
period. : 

In Los Angeles, drunkenness, which was 
almost unknown as the cause of crime 
prior to repeal, jumped thirty per cent of 
all crime. i 

The New York Times of January 6, 
1935, estimates that traffic fatalities would 
reach 36,000, an all time high rgcord, in 
1934. This is an increase of sixty per 
cent over the entire nation, or more than 
three times the increase in gasoline con- 
sumption. 

The Travelers Life Insurance Company 
of Hartford, Conn., reports that there 
has been an increase of almost twenty- 
four per cent in the number of drunken 
drivers involved in automobile accidents 
and an increase of fifty-five per cent in 
the number of drunken pedestrians in- 
volved in auto accidents, during 1934. 


One of the greatest arguments used 
by the “wets,” during the campaign for 
repeal of the national prohibition act, was 
that the revenue from liquor taxes would 
enable us to balance the budget and would 
reduce expenses and taxes. No more ab- 
surd argument has ever been employed to 
bolster up an evil cause. Who pays the 
liquor taxes? Certainly it is not the dis- 
tiller or the saloon keeper. He may hand 
the money over, but the tax is paid by the 
consumer. It comes out of the working- 
man’s pocketbook. 

And the truth of the matter is that 
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liquor taxes have never, in the history of 
our government, enabled us to balance the 
budget. When liquor revenues are high, so 
also must be state and government appro+ 
priations for hospitals, insane asylums, or- 
phanages, poor farms, and all the other 
human woes that are markedly increased 
with the increased consumption of intoxi- 
cating liquor. 
Se 


Nor can there be any sane argument 
for intoxicating liquor on the economic 
side. It is true that the reopening of brew- 
eries and distilleries and liquor stores gave 
employment for a few. But the number 
of employees as compared to the money in- 
vestment im the liquor business is far less 
than that of any other major industry. 
When distilleries and breweries reopen, 
they throw men out of jobs in dairies, on 
the farms, grocery and general stores, in 
the clothing industry, and in countless other 
businesses. The reason is simple. When 
men spend money for beer and whisky, they 
cannot spend it for clothing, food, and 
automobiles. Not only is this true, but 
it is a well known fact that many beer and 
whisky drinkers neglect their families and 
thus cause a decrease in buying in all the 
common commodities of life. 


gy 

Still another harmful effect upon so- 
ciety that has ever accompanied the liquor 
business has been the prevalence of ‘the 
saloon. When prominent men and women 
in our land were shouting so loudly for 
the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment, 
they decried the influence of the saloon 
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Learn to memorize Scripture for Personal 
Work by a new and amazingly easy way. A 
few minutes of study at home each day is all 
that is necessary. It is intensely interesting, 
easy to master and will give you great spiritual 
and practical aid in religious work, 

** Scripture Memorizing for Personal Work’’ 
was prepared by Rev. Oscar Lowry, nation- 
ally known Evangelist and Bible Teacher. It 
constitutes a course in both Scripture memo- 
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Ability to quote correctly God’s Word will 
make you a better Christian worker and a 
more inspiring leader in your own church and 
community. It will promote your spiritual 
growth and give greater power as a soul win- 
ner and in giving comfort to others in its ap- ~ 
plication to their Christian life. 

Fourteen other courses— non-sectarian—are 
also available to fit your needs. 69,000 stu- 
dents have become happier and more capable 
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OUR own future may be provided for. 

‘But a near relative or a dear friend may 
not be so fortunate. 

‘ If you wish you may help give them the 
Same protection you enjoy, without any later 
embarrassments or complications. 

. Through an Annuity Agreement of the 
American Bible Society just such protection 
is provided. By this annuity plan regular 
payments will be made at definite intervals 
to the person you designate. 

You also have the happy satisfaction of 
knowing that you are taking part in an 
indispensable world-wide Christian service 
—that of making the Bible more widely 
available in this country and in many 
foreign lands. 

During the more than 80 years in which 
it has been issuing annuities the American 
Bible. Society has nevcr failed to send the 

ais payments when due, no matter 
what untoward conditions ex- 
isted in the world at large, 
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Where Are the Dead? 


By OSCAR LOWRY, Bible Teacher 
and Evangelist 
This age-long, vital question answered Scriptur- 
ally.in plain terms foreverybody. 48 pages, 25C. 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 NORTH WELLS ST., CHICAGO 


PROPHECY 


An accurate Scriptural study. 
Tracing the Messiab through 
the Old and New Testaments. 
Should be in the hands of 
every Bible loving Christian. 
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sary. Catalog and sales plans on request. 
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AMERICAN HOME BIBLE INSTITUTE 
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and promised that it would never return: 
Sane men and women know that these were 
empty words. The saloon and the liquor 
business are inseparable, and the situation 
today is worse, if anything, than before 
prohibition, for now grocery stores and 
lunch counters, as well as the corner saloon, 
all sell poison freely over their counters. 
Each one of these sales places is a menace 
to society. It is a menace to the boys and 
girls who are growing up, and who are 
thus made familiar with intoxicating liquors 
and their use, and given every opportunity 
to obtain them, before they reach manhood 
or womanhood. 

God’s Word has denounced strong drink. 
It tells us that we are indeed our brothers’ 
and sisters’ keepers, and are responsible 
before God. What are we going to do 
about it? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Compiled by Emma L. Transeau 
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Scientific Vousiesaaes Federation 
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be called, than those who avoided. the 
“night: air.” They did not -know. that. it 
was the bites of malarial mosquitoes that 
caused the fever. And after the cause was 
discovered, it took a long time for the 
general public to be convinced and to try 
to reduce the breeding of mosquitoes in- 
stead of avoiding the “night air.” 

Judging by appearances, and without defi- 
nite knowledge, people have thought for a 
long time that the livelier actions often 
observed after one has taken alcohol were 
due to its “bracing” or “stimulating” ef- 
fect. They did not-notice particularly that 
a letting down soon followed the “bracing” 
and made more “stimulating” seem neces- 
sary. 

About fifty years ago that keen minded 
class of scientists who discovered the 
malaria germ in mosquitoes, made an im- 
portant discovery about the supposed “stim- 
ulating” effect of alcohol. They found that 
instead of being a “bracer” it was a “brake 
remover.” It removed the brake with 
which the normal, well-bred person con- 
trols his actions and emotions, This weak- 
ening or depression explains the letting 
down and other effects so well described 
by Dr. Walter: R. Miles, who says: 

“Although alcohol is generally thought 








Keeping a Good Heart.—When the 
board of health puts a scarlet fever sign 
over your neighbor’s door it is to prevent 
you and other people from going in and 
“catching” that disease. By such preven- 
tive means public health officials have been 
able greatly to reduce the number of deaths 
from contagious and infectious diseases. 

Their efforts.to prevent another class of 
diseases, those that are not “catching,” 
have not been so successful. Deaths from 
heart disease particularly are steadily in- 
creasing in number, and no one seems able 
to find the reason why. This gives inter- 
est to matters concerning abnormal condi- 
tions of the heart and particularly when 
the matter concerns a more or less common 
practice. 

A case of this kind is furnished by an 
experiment by Professor George Rosenfeld, 
of the University of Breslau, Germany. 

“I carried out some heart experiments 
on young students,” he reports. “I recorded 
the time it took the heart to recover its 
normal beat after work, first without alco- 
hol and then again more than twelve hours 
after I had given them an alcohol dose. 
All five subjects showed that the alcohol 
had impaired the ability of the heart to 
recover its normal-rate after work. It 
took three times longer than normal for 
recovery from the quickening effect of 
physical exercise.” 

This impairment was shown not in the 
evening soon after the alcohol was taken, 
but at two o’clock the next afternoon, more 
than twelve hours afterward. 

Dr. Rosenfeld included this action of 
alcohol among other proofs that its effects 
outlast its presence in the blood in sufficient 
amount to be detected. 


Why Be Slow to Learn?—It took a long 
time for people to get rid of the idea that 
night air was unhealthful. In malarial re- 
gions it had been observed that persons 


who did not shut themselves up in their‘ 


houses after sundown were more liable to 
have “chills and fever,” as malaria ‘used to 
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of as a stimulant, and gives the feeling of 
stimulation to the person drinking it, its 
real effect is depressing on most of the 
functions of the body. The driver who has 
been drinking gives a poorer grade of at- 
tention to what is going on around him, 
including traffic signals, His eyes, hands, 
and feet are slower to respond. His mus- 
cular responses are less dependable, more 
variable. But he has increased self-assur- 
ance which prompts him to assume the 
right of way and be willing to take a 
chance.” 

The automobile has created new reasons 
for correcting of the old mistaken idea that 
the effects of alcohol are stimulating. In 
this age of fast communication the cor- 
rection ought to make rapid headway. 


Duration of the Effects of Alcohol. 
—The amount of alcohol found in the blood 
of a person who has been drinking and 
has caused an accident is being used in 
some court cases as evidence of whether 
or not he was under the influence of alco- 
hol. But several investigators have re- 
ported that other tests show a drinker to 
be still below his normal mental state and 
working ability for several hours after all 
alcohol has disappeared from his blood. 
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people, that they may do, when the 
come to Gibeah of Benjamin, eccord- 
ing to all the folly that they have 
{wrought in Israel. 11 So all the 
| men of Israel were gathered against 
a the city, knit together as one man. 

~ : en Here is, I. A general ing of all the con- 
gregation of Israel to examine the matter con- 
cerning the Levite’s concubine, and toconsider 
yhat was to be done upon it, o. 1,2. It does 
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